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Sent figin the Right Revetdad Father i in. 66d; 
THOMAS Lord Biſhop « of BATH and WELLS 


To all the Clergy of his Dioceſe, concernin their behaviour 


during the. approaching”; Zi Ip £2 


All Glery Wi to. Gate. 


Reverend Brother, 


HE time: of Lent \now ERP which media anciently a 
very Chriſtianly fet 'apart, for -penitential humilmtion of Soul and 
Body, for Faſting and . Weeping - and Praying, all which you know 
are very frequently inculcated in - Holy Scripture, as the moſt __ 

Qual means we can .uſe, to avert thoſe Judgments-our ſins have deſerv'd;; I 

thought it moſt agreeable to that Character which, unworthy asTt am, 1 ſuſtain, 

to call yox and all my Brethren of the Clergy to mourning; to wdarning for your 
own fins, and to mourning for the fins ot the Nation. 


In making fuch an addrets to you as this, I-follow the example: of St: Cipriin 


that bleſſed Bilhop and Martyr, who from. his retirement wrote an excellent - 
___ Epiſtleto his Cher , moſt worthy of your ſerious pernſal, exhorting them, by ” 


6. * b As HE 


publick Prayers an "Tekrs {T 1ÞpaNeYiid; & ey 
Fly telt, and which we may juſtly fear. E- ELD | 
Remember that to keep ſuch a Faſt as God has cheſes, it 18 not enough for you 


to afflitt your own ſoul, oe you muſt alſo according to your ability, deal your 1. 5B. 5, 7: 


bread to the Hungry: and the rather, becauſe we have not only uſual objeQts of 
Charity to relieve, but many.-poor Proteſtant Strangers are -now fled hither for 
men hl whom as Brethren, as members of Chriſt, we ſhould take zn and 

er 

That you. may nerform the office of a publick. Intercefſour the more afſidu- 
ouſly, I beg of you to fay daily in your Clofer, or in- your Family, or rather in 
both, all this time of Abſtinence, the 5 1/7. Pſalm, and tne other Prayers which 
follow it in the Commination. I only wiſh alſo that you would frequently 
read and meditate on the Lamentations of Feremwy, which: Holy Gregory Nazian- 
zen was wont to do, ang the reading of which melted hint into the like Lamen- 
rations, as affected the Prophet himfalf when he Pen'd them. - 

Burt your greateſt Zeal == be ſpent for the Pablick Prayers, in the conftant 
devout uſe of which, the Publick Safety both of Church and State is highly 
concern'd: be fure then to offer up to God every day the Morning and Evening 
Prayer; offer it up in your Family at leaſt, or rather as far as your circumſtances 
may polſlibly permit, offer it up in the Church, eſpecially if you live in a great 
Town, and ſay over the Litany every Morning during the whole Lent. This 
F might enjoyn you'to do 0n.your Canonical Obedience, but for Love's ſake I ra- 
ther beſeech you, and I cannot recommend to you a more devout and compre- 
henfive Form, of penitent and publick Interceilion than that, or more proper 
for the Seaton; | 

Be not diſcourag'd if but few come to the Solemn Aſſemblies, but go tothe 
Fhouſe of Prayer, w Ne re God is well known for a ſure Refuge : Go, though you go 
alone, or bur: wirh on: beſides. your ſelf ; amd there as you are Gods - _—_ 
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6x 6, Hrancer, keep not filence, and give Him no reſt, till He eftavliſh, tif he make Je- 
ruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 


i 


The firſt ſacred Council of Nice, for which the Chriſtian world has always had 


a great andjuſt veneration, ordains a Provincial Synod to be held before Lent, that 
t. 5. all Diſſenſrons: | > bra away a pure oblation might be offered up to God, namely 


of Prayers and 


'Faſting,and Alms, and Tears, which-might produce a comlorta- 


ble Communion at the following Eaſter : and that in this Dioceſe, we may in 
ſome degree imitate ſo Primitive a practice, I;exhort you to endeavour all you 
can, to reconcile differences, to reduce thoſe rhtt go aſtray, to promote uni- 
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verſal Charity towards all that difſent from ygu, and 7o pur on as the Ele of 
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kinteſs; * humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, 


long-ſuffering, forbearing one another and forgiving one another, even as Criſt for. 
gave you, - : | Lv: 


ſal. 119. 136, 
Of, 9. I, 
- 9 / 

an; 9. 3.-- 
O, I Zen 

, Cor, 12c 
po 

; Phil. 18. 


he 1 9. 4x: 


I paſſionately beſeech you: to. read.over .daily.your Ordination Vows, to exa- 
mine your ſelf how you obſerve them ; and in tlie Prayers that are in that Of- 
fice, fervently to importune God for the ailiila:1ce of his good Spirit, that you 
may conſcientiouſly perform 'them. Teach 'pubiickly, and from houſe to houſe, 
and warn every one night and day with Tears; warn them to repent, to faſt and to 
pray, and to give Alms, and to bring forth fruits meet for repentance ; warn them 
to continue ſtedfaſt in that faith:once delivered. to the Saints, in which they were 
baptiz'd; to keep the word of God's Patience, that God may keep them in the hour of 

emptation ; warn them againſt the ſins and errors of the age; warn. them to de- 
precate publick judgments, and to mourn tor publick provocations. 

No.one can read God's holy Word but he will fee the greateſt Saints have been 
the greateſt Mourners: David wept whole Rivers ; Jeremy wept ſore, and his Eyes 
ran down in ſecret. places day and night like a Fountain; Daniel mourned three full 
weeks, and did eat no pleaſant bread; and ſought God 'by prayer and ſupp lications, 
with faſting, and ſackcloth and aſhes ; St. Paul was humbled and bewailed and wept 


for the fins of others; and our Lord himſelf when He beheld the City wept over it. 
| Learn then of theſe great Saints, learn of our moſt compaſſionate Saviour, to 


weep for the publick, and weeping to pray, that we-may know in this our day, the 
things that belong to our peace, leſt they be hid from our. eyes. . 
To mourn for National Guilt, ia which all ſhare, is a duty incumbent on 


all, but eſpecially on.Prieſts, who are particularly commanded to weep and to ſay, 


Toel 2. 17. 


Ezek. 9. 4- 


Spare Thy People, O Lord, and give not Thine Heritage to reproach, that God 
may repent of the evil, and become jealous for His Land, and pity His People. 

| Be afſured that none are more tenderly regarded by God than ſuch Mourners 
as theſe ; there is « mark ſet by Him on all that figh and cry for the abominations 
of the Land, the deſtroying Angel is forbid to hurt any of them, they are all God's 
peculiar care, and ſhall all have either preſent deliverance, or ſuch ſupports 
and cenſolations, as ſhall abundantly endear their Calamity. 

Now the God of all Grace, who hath called you unto Hs eternal Glory by Chriſt 
Teſus, make you perfet, ſlabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you in the true Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Faith profeſs d in the Church of Erg/and, and enable you to adorn 
that Apoſtolick Faith with an Apoſtolick Example and Zeal, and pive all our 
whole Church that timely repentance, thoſe broken and contrite hearts, that 
both Prieſts and People may all plentifully ſow x Zears, and in God's good time 
may all plentifully reap in Foy. 


From the Palace in Iell:, GS.» 5 IN: Dur afſeci 
| Febr. 7. 1687. | OY by fe "m__ 
Friend and Brother, 


Tho. Bath and Wells. 
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